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9 159 Scripture: 


IDoLIM AGES 


Made vnto the Chriſtian Congre- 
gation at Prague , when as, by his Royall 
Maieſties moſt gracious Command, the 


Caſtle-Church there , was clenſed frow all 
Images, on Sonday the twelfth of De- 
cember , in the yeare 
1610. 


B y Abraham Scultetus. 


Faithfully tranſlated according to the high Dutch - 
Copie printed at Heidelberge, * Gotthard 8585 
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lin, 1620. 


M. D. C. XX. 
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The Entrance. 


Doubt not but that there are many, who 
iner either nom do 
fee and bebold, or ſhortly ſpall beare and 
vnderſtand, that the Altar and Images 

are remoaued and pat out of this Church. 
For many men will perhaps thus thinks 
and ſa 7 with themſelues : T bat God might euen 
as well haue bin ſerued and honored through the 


Images : T bat alſo they were the common peo- 


ples Bookes and Bible: And that the Altar and 
Images did much adorne and beautifie the 
Church, which now (being di ſpoyled of theſe 
Ornaments ) ſcemes to bee bare and naked like a 
Wilderneſſc. g 

Now therefore the. better to meet with, and 
ſatisfie ſueb concened thoughts, I will for this 
time lay aſide and preternat the Text of the 
Go Pell appointed for this day; and . yet 


plainly and euident ly declare vnto you, what al- 


might y Gods will and pleaſure ir, concerning 
ſuch Images and Altars. Which will and plea- 
ſure of God, when it ſball be brought forth, and 
made manifeſt out of the holy $cripture,as claere 


not 


4 * « A > 4 by Ne 7 PAY __ 7 V 


ai the day light and bright Sun-ſhine,then ſhall 


not any bee infily off ended , at the clenſing and 
pur > 142 or from Images. But all 
5 5 minded people that doe ſee it, or ſball beare 
7 it, will ſpiritually much retogce thereat, and 

e beartily thankefull jor the ſame, firſt vnto the 
8 — God, & next vnto his royal Maieſty, 

M berefore that all may become profitable vn- 
to vs, we will firſt call vpon our Lord God, for 
the grace and aſiftance of his boly Spirit, with 
: the ſame 277 which our Lerd and Saujour 

Ieſur Cbrift bimſelfe bath taught vs, ſaymg, 
Our Father, &c. | 


Thus ſpake the ſtrong and iealous God, out 


of the fire vnto the people of Iſrael: 
Exo p. 20.4, 5,6. 


Thou ſhalt not make vnto t hee am grauen Image, 


ar any likeneſſe of any thing that u in Heauen aboue, 
or that is inthe Earth beneath, or that i in the wa. 
ter under the Earth. I hon ſbalt not bow downe thy 
ſelfe to them, nor ſerue them: ForTthe LRD 45 
God am a icalous God, viſiting the iniquitie of t 
fathers vpen the children vnto the third and four th 
generation of them that hate mee : And ſhewing 
mercy. vnto thouſands of them that lowe. mee, and 
keepe my Commandements. 
The Expoſition. | 
AN if Moſes and Aaron ſtood here together, 
yet could they not ſufficiẽtly vtter, with what 
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+ fiery reale the Lord God bath forbidden; to 


make & worſhip Images. For whenthe Lord gaue 


the ten Commandements , he threatned not ma- 
ny Commandement ſo hard and gricuous a pu- 
niſhment vnto the tranſgreſſors;and promiſed not 
in any Commandement vnto the obedient perfor. 
mers, ſolarge a bleſſing, as in the Commande. 
ment of Images. For hee will puniſh thofe who 
tranſgreſſe this Commandement, even vnto the 
fourth generation; but will ricky and ouer-abun- 
dantly reward thoſe with grace and mercy, who 
obediently obſerue and keepe this Commande- 
ment. 

And the Lord God hath not repeated any 
Commandement ſo oſten, as hee hath done euen 
this Command ement of Images. For in the twen- 
ticth Chapter of Exodus, when hee firſt gaue the 
ten Commandements, he doth not — — pre- 
any repeat any other Comandement, then this, 
and 
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itht Te haue ſcene that ] haue talked withyoun Exad. 22. 


from Heauen, Therefore 2 ſhall not make with 22, 23. 


me (any thing) Gods of Siluer, neither ſhallye make 
vnto you Gods of Gold. And when Moſes was 

to dye, & admoniſheth the people of their 
dutic, he preſſeth net any Inhibition ſo deeply in- 
to their hearts, as enen that Inhibition of Images. 
For in the fourth Chapter of Deateronomie , he 


thus | wa vnto the people: Take ye therefore Dew 4. 15, 
| 17,18. = 


good heed 

of ſimiilirnde on the day that the Lord ſpake vnto you 

in Horeb, ont ofthe fire.) Left ye corrupt your ſelues, 
an 


ced vnto your ſelues. (For ye ſam no manner 16 


Ibid. Verſe 
23.24. 


and make vo geln Image, the ſimilitude of any. 


figure, the likeneſſe of tale, or Female. The like» 
neſſe of any beet that is on the Earth,the likeneſſe of 


am winged Fowle that flyeth in the CAyrezthe likes 
neſſe of am thing that creepeth on the ground, the 


liteneſſe of any Fiſh that i in the Waters beneath 


the Earth. And againe in the ſame Chapter, Tale 


heed vnto jour ſelues, leſt je forget the Conenant of 
the Lord your Cod, which hee made wii zou, and 


male you 4 grauen Image, or the likenes of any thing 
which the L O R D thy Gad bath forbidden thee. For 
the LO RD thy od wa conſuming fire and a icalous 
God. Wherefore, they haue done very ill, who 
haue in Popery withheld this earneſt will of God 
from the knowledge of the common people, and 
wiped that Commandement of Images cleane out 


of the ten Commandements. W hence there hath 


riſen ſuch an ignorant blindneſſe, that there are 
many yet at this day, and euen alſo amongſt Pro- 


teſtanta, whe ſtand ill in theſe perfwalions; I hat 


it isa fine and a good thing to hade Images; That 
a man may by them honour God; may through 
them, be put in minde of many worthy Hiſtories; 
and withall that Churches may there with be dec- 
ked and beautified. oo deat rf 

But of how different a minde thereunto the 
Lord God is, it is now to be conſidered out of the 


Text which I haue read vnto you, as that which 


eleerely ſhewatht I. 

1. That God will not, ſhould or ought not, 

and cannot be grauen or pictured. Ky 
2. That 


2 That God will not bee called vpon and he- 
mored, through or by any Image or Picture: 
z. Whence, thirdly,it will be eaſie toconclude, 
what a Chriſtian Magiſtrate ought to doe, when 
he finds Images in the Churches, which hee will 
vſe to ſeruc God inz namely, that hee ought to 
cauſe the ſame to be taken downe, and remoued a- 
Way. | 
** Of the fir#t. 
So now then to begin; Firſt, all Images of God, 7: 
are abſolutely reieted & condemned in the holy eine 
Scripture. For | 
God will not, 
God cannot, 5 
Cod ſhould or ought not bee grauen or 
pictured. | | 
1. God will not be grauen or pictured. T here- I. 
fore he plainly faith :'7 hos ſhalt not make uvnto thy G. d vill nor 
ſelfe am grauen Image; And Dent.4.15,16; Make de pifured, 
not vnto you any Image, the likenefſe of Male or Fe- 
male. And againe, Take yee therefore good heed, 
that ye make not am Image, the likenes of any figare. 
2. God cannot be zruben or pictured. For ye 
ſaw yo manner of firmilitude'onthe Day that the God cannot 
Lord ſþake vnto you in Horeb,out of the midſt of the be pictured. 
Fre, ſaith Meſes vnto the people, in the ſame C ap: 
ter of Degteronomy, And theProphet demandeth, 
faying:7o whom willye liken God ñ Or what likenes |. 9 40.18 
will ye make of him ? 12 ö 
Yea, but ſome doe obiect and ſay; It is true in- Obiect. 


deed, that God cannot bee grauen or pictured ac- 
B cor- 


cording to his Efſence and being: But yet he may 
bee grauen and pictured according to that forme, 
wherein he appeared vnto divers of the faithfull 
inthe old Teſtament, 
Af. To which Ianſwere : God may at his pleaſure, 
| appeare in what forme or ſhape he will; but yet it 
becommeth vs to follow his Commandement : 
Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any Image. Againe, 
Make not vnto you any Image the likeneſſe of any fi- 
' gure. Beſides, the formes and ſhapes whetein the | 
Lord God did at any time appeare vnto any of the 
Saints, were not in any wiſe Gods Image and Pi- 
cture. For God onely tooke ſuch formes & ſhapes 
vpon him but for a time, and did ſoone after, lay 
them aſide againe. And thus did he alſo ſhe w and 
reueale him ſelfe, ſometimes now preſently after 
this forme, then anon againe, aſter another forme; 
in ſo much that a man muſt needs ſtand in doubt, 
which ſorme and ſhape was Gods true likeneſſe 
Eſay 40. and ſimilitude. Therefore the Prophet Eſq, not- 
22525. withſtanding he had ſeene the Lord ſit on the Cir- 
cle of the Earth, euen aboue on high, as ypon an 
eleuated ſear, vhoſe clothing filled the Temple; 
yet doth he reprooue all them who will make any 
Image, likeneſſe, or ſimilitude of God, and asketh 
28 was heard, ſaying: To whom then willye lien me? 
3. 3. So alſo God ſhould not, nor ought to bee 
God mould grauen or pictured. For ſuch Imagery beck burt 
not,nor ought full vnto men, and diſhononrable vnte God. It is 
rares. burefull vnto men; for a man may ſoone thereby 
corrupt and vndee himſelfe, yea, and * he 
or 
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Lord God vnto anger againſt him, as it is written 
in the fore-alleaged fourth of Deateromomy. It is 
diſhonorable, and adiſparagement vnto the Lord 
God, as whoſe Glory and Maieſty cannot by any 
meanes be grauen or pictured, with any manner of 
viſible Image or Picture. Whence it is, that the 
holy Apelile Paul writes in the firſt Chapter to 
the Rom anes, That the Heathen became Fooles, Ro. 1. 22,23. 
when they changed the glory of the vncorruptible 
God,ints an Image made like to corruptible man, c 
birds, and to foure footed beaſts, creeping things. 

This dectrine of ours concerning the forbidden 
Images and Pictures of God, is ſo cleere and eui- 
dent, that it is alſo acknowledged of ſundry prin- 
cipal Popiſh Dinines, to be ſound, good, and agree- 
able to the will of God. For one of them called 
Gabriel Y aſquetz,acknowledgeth plainly, ſpeaking z 2. 1... 
of adorationʒ that all manner of picturing of Gog, erat. 4.4. 
is directly forbidden in the ſecond Commande- cap. z. 
ment. And the chiefe Sorben Doctors at Pars, 
Claudius Eſpencæus, Salignacus, Picherellus , as 
as alſo with them Biſhep Monlaciu haue long 
ſince ſhewed (as is to bee ſcene in the Hiſtory of 
the Reformed Churches in France the fourth 
Booke) that they therefore wiſhed, that all Ima - 
ges and Pictures of the holy Trinitie, were cleane 
remoued and whelly put out of Churches and 
Houſes, ſeeing the ſame are plainly forbidden by 
the Holy Scripture, by Councels, and by many a 
godly, learned, and much prayſed worthy men. 

But yet here, mee thinkes, I heare ſome man ob. Obieii. 
/.4 oY iect 


An. 


ie& againe and demand: Seeing hat the Sonne of 
Cod is become man, whether, he may not be pic- 
tured according to his humanity? | 

To which Ianſwere: Chriſt came not therefore 
into the World, that men might take his Picture; 
but that men ſhould beleeue in him, and conuert 
themſelues vnto him. And there fore is it, that we 
haue not any Commandement at all, to make any 
ſuch Image or Picture, nor yet haue any example 
thereof in all the whole new Teſtament. As alſo 
he cannot poſſibly at this day be truly pictured, no 
net according to his humanitie, ſccing there liues 
not now any man on the Earth that hath ſeene 
him. And heere hence it is, that one doth paint 
him with a ycllowiſh , another with a flaxen, a 
third with a black, the fourth with a brown bead. 
And ſo then a man muſt take that for Chriſt his 
Picture, which the Painter holds in his opinion to 
be the beſt. Not to ſay any thing, that ſeeing Chriſt 
being true God and man, is in one perſon, they 


who boaſt to haue his Image and Picture, haue 


, Ofthe Images 


of Saints, 


4 


* 


thereof notwithſtanding but a falſe Chriſt. 

Now as concerning the Images and Pictures of 
the Virgin Atary, of Elizabeth, and of other ho- 
ly Saints: If a man knew of what forme and ſa- 
chien they properly were indeed, their Pictures 


+ Might well be had in priuate houſes. But they are 


not by any meanes to be there ſet vp in thoſe pla- 
ces, where men performe Gods publique ſeruice 
and worſhip, neither to bee prayed vato, no nor 
yet for ornament ſake. Not to bee prayed ar 

that 


1 


written: Thou ſhalt not bow downe thy ſelfe vnto 


mie, where the word (onely) is wanting, and ſup- 
plycd by Chriſt as being Gods true meaning, Not 
for ornament fake; for it is written: Abſtaine 
from all appearance of euill. Now the Images let 
vp in holy places, haue the appearance of being 
prayed vnto and worſhipped: For there are many 
people who thinke and are perſwaded, they are ſet 
vp there for that very end & purpoſe. And if they 
had not that appearance, yet there is groat danger 
therein, that they may be prayed vnto, and wor- 
ſhipped of ſuperſtitious people: as we haue hither- 
unto ſeene, that it hath beene but too much prac- 


that being a chiefe part of Gods worſhip. For it is | 


Exed.20.5. 
them, nor ſerue them. And againe, Thos ſhalt wor- Mat. 4. 10. 
ſbip the Lord thy God, and bim onely ſhalt thou 
ſerue, which is taken from the Law in Deuterono- Dent.6.3.0 


10. 20. 


1. Theſ. 5. 22 


tiſed in this place. And we ought, as much as in vs 


lyeth, indeuour to auoyd and preuent ſuch danger. 
For it is written: Thou ſhalt not put 4 ſtumbling 
bleck before the blind, but thou ſhalt feare thy God, 


Leuit. 19.14 


ſaith the Lord in Teuiticus. And againe, Chriſt Aar. 4.7. 


ſaith, (out of Deut. 6. 16.) T hou ſhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God. Wherefore the conſequent follow- 
eth not, nor is of any value: It is lawfull ro haue 
the Pictures of the Apoſtles, and of other holy 
Saints of God in priuate houſes: Therefore it is 
al ſo lawfull to haue and ſet them vp publikely in 
Churches. For in a priuate houſe, (where the In- 
habitants bee not ſuperſtitious) there is no appea- 
trance of praying vnto them, and . of 

them, 


them, nor yet of any danger thatthey might bee 
praycd vnto, and worſhipped of other ſuperſtiti- 
ous people, and therefore are not there vnlawfull. 
And fo much ſhall ſuffice to have ſpoken of the 
firſt maine point; namely, that God ſhould not 
nor ought not, that God cannot bee grauen or pi- 


ctured. 
of the ſecond. | | 
But yet there are people here found, who giue 


2. 2 . 
God vill not out, that it is true indeed, men ſhould not pray, 


be called vp 


by Images. 


on nor giue reverence or worſhip vnto the Images & 
or honoured 


Pictures; yea, and that they themſelues alſo doe it 
not. But yet ſay, that men may honour and wor- 
ſhip God by and through the Pictures, according 
as theſe wordes following, ſtood written here on 
the beame vnder the great Cracißx. 


 Effigiem Chriſti, cum tranſis ſemper honors : 


Non tamen effigiem, ſed quem deſignat adora. 

Tharis: | 
When ere thou do'ſt before Chriſts Image fland, 
Or paſſe it by; giue honour out of hand. 
Yet not to th Image, which thine eyes doe ſee ; 
But to the Lord it repreſents to thee, 


Wuhereunto we giue this anſwere :That it were 
much to be deſired, that Images were not indeed 
prayed vnto, and worſhipped at all. But the prac- 


tice and experience teacheth far otherwiſe : whilſt 


it is daily ſeene, how the people doe come, and 
bow themſelues before the Altars, Images and 
: Cru- 


2 


ſumed them, Yea, it faileth ſo farre that God will 


Cracifixes z how they put off their Hats vnto- 
them; how they kindle Lamps and Tapers vnto 
them. And ſhould many of them ſee, that a Cu- 
cifix ſhould bee hewed in pieces, or burned into 
aſhes, oh ! how would euen their very heart then 
bleed for gicfe? I his is indeed truly to doe reue- 


rence and honour vnto Images, and make Idols of 


them. But goe too: Say, they pray not vnto the 
Images; ſay, they giue no reuerence, nor doe ho- 
nour and worſhip vnto them. Vet will not God 
have, nor can endure, that we pray. vnto him, that 
we worlhip him, and that we giue him honour in, 
by, or through Images. For hee ſaith at once 
roundly and expreſly out: They ſhall not bee 
bowed downe vnto, nor ſerued. In which words 
he forbids all manner of ſervice, honour, or wor- 
ſhip, that may any way whatſocuer be giuen vnto 
Images. As al ſo it is written, John 14.6. that No 
man can come to the Father but by the Sonne: not by 
Images & ſenceleſſe dumbe Idols. Beſides, it excu- 
ſeth not their Idolatry at all, that they pretend & 
ſayz that through and by the Image, they pray vn- 
to and call vpon the Sauiour. For the Iſraelites 
would not be taken or thought to pray vnto, and 
worſhip the golden Calfe: as they themſelues al- 


ſo ſay, To morrow # 4 Feaſt (not vnto the Calf, but) Cd. 32. 
Unto the Lord, And yet neuertheleſſe the Lord 5.8, 10. 


faith vnto Moſes,T hey haue worſhippedthe Calfe , 
and haue ſacrificed thereunts, and therefore his 
wrath was waxen hot againſt the people to haue con. 


be 
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Leuit. 26.1. 


Mat. 4. 10. 


1. Tim. 2. 5. 


I. John 2.1. 


Rom. 8. 27. 
Heb. 9. 24. 


be worſhipped by Images, 28 that he will not at 
all be ſo much as ſerued BEFORE IMAGES. 
For thus ſound forth aloud his ow ne werds. Tee 
ſhall make you no Idols nor grauen Image, neither 
reare you vp a ſtanding Image, (or Pillar) neither 
ſhall yee ſet vp any I mage of ſtone in your Land, to 
bow down unto it, or before it. And therfore before 
Images we ought not to pray, not to baptize, not 
ro adminiſter the Lords Super. For whether ami 
hood- winke himſclfe, or no; whether a man ſee 
the Images, or ſee them not; yet it is all one, and 
directly againſt the will of God, that any ſhould 
pray before Images. | 
If now it be not law full at all for vs to honour 
and worſhip the Lord Chriſt through and by I- 
mages; then is it much leſſe law full for vs to ho- 
nour and worſhip the Saints deceaſſed, as the Vir- 
gin QAtary, Peter, Wenceſlaus, Rochus, Sebaſtian & 
others, by and before the Images. For, beſides 
that the Saints departed are not to be worſhipped 
or prayed vnto, neither in regard of them ſelues; 
tor it is written: Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God, and him onely ſhalt thou ſerue : nor yet in re- 
gard of their being Mediators and Interceſſors: 
For it is written: For there « one God, and one Me- 
diator betweene Cod and Men, enen the Man Chriſt 
leſws. Wherefore; Fam man ſinne, wee bane an 
Aduocate with the Father Ieſus Chriſt the righte- 
. 0145 : And hee maketh interceſſion 15 the Saints ac- 
cording 10 the will of God. For hee u« entered into 


Heauen it ſclfe , now to appeare inthe preſence of 


God 
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vith other like Ceremonies. For they belong vn- 


and breate downe their groues, and burne their gra- 
wen Images with fire. Againe, Deut. 12. 3. Tos ſhall 


God for vs. And therefore they haue great need 
to looke well about them and conſider, how they 
will oneday anſwere for it before God, who now a 
ſo much loue Images, as that they honour them : 

with the putting off ofthe Hat, with kneeling, and 


to the number of thoſe, of whom the Prophet 7- 
ſ4iah ſpeaketh in his ſecond Chapter, ſaying: heir I ſai. a. EU. 
Land # full of 1dols,they worſhip the worte of their 
owne hands, that which their owne fingers haue 
made. There the meane men bow downe, & the great 
men humble themſclues:T hu thou wilt not forgiue 


them. | | 
Of thethird. | | 

Here. hence now it is eaſie to conclude, what 3. 
then a Chriſtian Magiſtrate is to doe, when for his — _ 
feruing of God he taketh ina Church, which is re- graces — 
pleniſhed with Idol- Images? The Lord him- to remoue all 
felfe detetmines the matter, Exod. 34. 13. Thow ie Church, 
foals deflrey their Altars, breake downe their Ima- they meane to 


; cut downe their grones. And Dent. 5. 5. I bus h God 


all ye dtale with them; Te ſhall deſtroy their Altars, 


onerihrow their Altars, and breake their Pillars, 
and burne their groues with fire, and you ſhall hewe 
downerhe grunen Images of their gods, and defirey 
the names If them ont of that place. And 1.Sam.7.3. 
Samuel ſpake vnto all the houſe of Iſrael, ſaying - 
If ye doe returne unto the Lord with all your hearts, 
then put away the firange gods, and Aſhtarorh from 

, C am ong 


men fen, and prepare your hearts wnto the Lord, 
and ſerue him —_— hes hee will deliuer you out of 
the hand of the Philiſtimes. Againe, Hoſ.2.2.Gine 
indgement vpon your Mother : For ſhee is not my 
es neither am I her Hushand': Let her therefore 
put amay her Whoredomes ont of her fight, and ber 
Adulteries from betweene her breaits. Againc, 1.10h, 
$-21. Little Children keepe your ſelnes from Idols. 
Laſtly, 2. Cer. 6. 14, 155 16. Je yee not vnequally yo. 
led tagetber with vnbeltcueri: for wbat fellowſbip 
hathrighteonſneſſe, with vuri ghteouſueſſe? And 
what communion hath light with darkneſſe? And 
what concord hath Chri with Belial ? Or what 


part hath he that belemueth, mith an vnbeleener ? 


And what agreement hath the Temple of God, with 


 Tabblbs? 


He xlſo promiſeth all well-farc and happineſſe 
vnto; them who yeeld obedience vnto this his 


' Commandement; as it is in the Text read vnto 


2. Cor. 6. 16. 
17,18. 


you / ſbem mercy vnto thouſands of them that laue 


me, and keepe my Commandements. And in the fe - 


cond of the Corinchs, the fixe Chapter, Tee are the 


Temple the lining God, 4s Grd hath ſaid: Iii 


pulli t hem, and walli in them, and i wi betbeir, 
God, and they ſhall be . Wherefore came out 
pron: and bee yer ſeparate; ſaith the 
Lora, end touch wat the uncleane; thing o and 19 
r.6c6ine gon; And mill be a Father um, and ge. 
foal be wy ſannes aua danghrers, ſaith the Lora Al- 
Aud the Lord God hath not withheld & ee 
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led the reaſons, wherefore he ſets him ſelfe ſo ear. 
neſtly againſt Ido]. Images. For hee plainly ſayth: 
They are CAN CABHOMINATION unte 
5 biw. Tea, and the maker is (allo regiftred in the Ca- 
.| talogue of the) curſed, as Deut. 27. 15. And hee 
like wiſe cals himſelſe in the Text read vnto you, 
ATIEALOFS GOD, Now asan honeſt mar- 
ryed man and Husband cannot endure , that his 
Wife ſhould before his face, and in his very light 
dally with another man: euen fo the iealous God 
will not haue, nor can endure, that his Wife the 
Chriſtian Church ſhould dally before his ſight 
with Idol-Images, ſhould love them, imbraceand 
kiſſe them. And the Lord elſe · where ſaith, that 
Images ſerue for no other vſe, then to miſleade and 
corrupt the people, As Deut. 4. 16. 25. C7 .. 
Now albeit the Commandement of God be ſo 
very firong; and although the reaſons alſo, which 
moued him to ſacha Commandement, be fo very 
great and mighty: yet notwithſlanding there bee 
here and there people found , ho dare take vpon 
them to reaſon, and diſpute the matter with Al- 
mighty God; and when God ſaith, Thon ſpalt break 
downe the Altars and the Images; then ſay they; ; 
Thou ſhalt let the Altars and Images ſtand fill. But 1 
yet vpon what a weake and 58 ground and { 
* they build and raiſe vp their worke, a- : 
gainſt thecleerelight of Gods Word, it is here ne- : 
ceſſary ſomewhat further to ſhew, and far the ; 
common peoples better vnderftanding thereof, to | 
ſer down their ſuppeſed grounds, and frame ſhert 
Anſwers thereunts. CS | 


b 
} 
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/ 


N 


1. Obiect. 


WIE 


2. Obie. 


Anf. 


3. Oliect. 


Crucifix,of the Death and 
Chrift * 


The firſt ſuppoſed ground is, | 
That God ſpeaketh in the tem Commandements, 
of the Idol- Images of the Heathen and vnbelecuing 
people: T — 4 the Commandemens of Images, 
concerneth not at all the Images of Chriſtians vn- 
der the new Tetament. 
| The Anſwerc is: It is falſe, that God in the old 
Teſtament, ſpake onely of the Idols of the Hea- 
then. For the tenne Commandements are Gods e- 
uerlaſting vnchangeable will, and extend vnto all 
people, and euery one in the whole World; as alſo 
vnto all and euery age and time, both of the olde 
and ne Teſtament. Now as a T hiefe or an Adul- 
terer in the new Teſtament, ſinnes as well againſt 
the ten Cõmandements, as did a T hie fe and an A- 
dulterer inthe old Teſtament: euen ſe, whoſoeuer 
bonouteth and worſhippeth Images in the new 
T eſtament, he ſinneth as wel againft the ten Com- 
mandements, as hee ho did honeur and worſhip 
Idols in the old Teſtament. -___ 
I.“ e ſecond ſuppoſed ground. 
Tet God himſelfe had in Salomons 7 emple all 
manner of Images. 
IJanſwere: fe is very true indeed: But there 
were not there any Images at all of any of the 
Saints departed, as of Abraham, of 1ſaack, and of 
Iacob; there were not any Hiſtoricall commemo- 
ratiue I of which it is here ſpoken. 
The third ſuppoſed ground. 
But yet the com man lay people may by Images bee 
pot in mind of many good 775 : eſperially by tbe 
afion of our Lord 274 


ſure, that hee inſtitute and ordayne vnto hityſelfe, 
po remembrance and commemoration of 
the benefits of God; but that belongs vnto the 
Lord God alone to dee, as it is written, Pſal. 111.4 
He hath made bi wonder full -workes to be had in re- 
membrance: the Lord is gracious and full of compaſ- 
(ion. And euen for this purpoſe bath the Lord 
God ordayned the preaching of his Goſpel}, that 
by the ſame the benefits of our Lord Chriſt might 
bee as it were together painted before mens eyes: 
According as the Apoſtle Saint Paul witneſſeth of 
himſelfe, Gal. 3. 1.2.5, 6. &c. That he had evidens- 
ly ſet forth Ieſus Chriſt before their eyes; not hy a 
Crucifix ; but as himſelſe further acknowledgetb, 
through and by the preaching and hearing of faith. 
And euen to this end did eur Lord Teſus inſtitute 


Isanſwere: It ſlands not in mans will and plea - Anſ 


his holy Supper, that we ſhould celebrate it in re- Luke 22. 19. 
membrane f him. For the bread that we breake, 1· Cor. 11. 24 
is it not a notable remembrance (I beſeech you) 25-26 


that-Icſus Chriſt endured and ſuffered for vs ma- 
ny bitter ſorrowes, and ſuch as neuer man ſuffered 


(Canſider, and behold, if euer there were ſorrom like Lam. 1. 12. 


m ſorram) and at length death it ſelfe, when bo- 
dy and ſaule were pulled aſunder the one from 
theother vpon the Croſſe? The Cupof Bleffing 
or Thankigiuing, is it not an excellent remem- 
brance, that the blond of Chriſt Ieſus ranne gent- 
ly ont of his body, and was ſhed for our ſimmes? 
Theſe Remembrancers bath our Lord Chriſt in. 

ſtituted, and Saint Paul hath repeated them. fre 
the 


4. O biect. 


A al. 


the Idoll and Imagery Remembrancers bath An- 
tichriſt, euen the Pope inſlituted. Before whoſe 
being, there was hot any Image- remembrancer 
knowne of in the Church of God. But this was 
well knowne, that euery Image was falſbood, Ier. 10. 
14. And that they be teachers of lyes, Habac. 2. 18. 

The fourth ſuppoſed ground is an Obiection 
madc by Proteſtants: 

For the abuſe of a thing, 8 man multi not there- 
fore caſt away the thing it ſelfe : As amanwill nos 
caſt away good Mine, becanſe that ſome abuſe it to 
drenkenneſſe, Exen ſo we may ſtill retayne Images in 
Proteftant Churches, if we doe but forbeare to wor- 
ſhip 2 and pray vnto them. | 
| Tanſwere: This rule (A thing is not therefore 
preſently to be eaſt away, becauſcithath beene a- 
buſed) bath not any place or being, in thoſe things 
which are not of themſelues neceſſary, and yet are 
withall dangerous. Now all Proteſtants doe ac- 
knowledge and conſeſſe that Images are not of 
themſelues at all acceſſary. ' And that they are 
dangerous, wee haue here ſeene and beheld with 
our eyes in this very Church. Therefore Images 
may not by the foreſaid Rule, bee at all defended 


2. Lin. 18.4. brazen Serpent commande by God to bee ſet vp 


5. Obied?. 


and looked upon, was againe broken downe, hen 
it came to be wor ſhip 


> MLL 3 The eee, T 


Wig (nay dre ley) thou Hardy wow thy ſelfe 
in thas Pulpit, fem whence minch Idolatraus mat. 


fer 


C 


ter hath bis preachodl. Thou dien celebrate the 

Lords Supper in that Church , wherein" rhe Papiits 

haae held their N. 7. Wherefore then i not both 
Palpit and Church broken donne 1ogerher ? 


> \{anfwcre: We reach wor chut aitthat mould be 4 


broken downe; which men haue ubuſed, or might 
abuſe vnto Idolatry. For fo ſhould Henuen, and 
all ereated 15 — * ed; But wee teach 
thus, T ber allt hieh amm my well 
fpate; und which — —— und mayſighely 
give vnto this or thut body an oecaſion to [dola- 
ery, des in time remeued and coſt away, agrreably 
vm the clecre and plaine Word of God, 1. Tim. 
5.2.3.” Be not pantube- of biber mens 


fulfepare.'A — Ts 


= God. According to this Rule did the god! 
Prieſts (in the time of magnamimous, beroica 
Cham —— Cat votes 
thehe | | 


Tepe whichtherehad beene hate ſull Ido- 
— commited: bt — and 5 1 

df JOYS THY 0 un ONE e, as it ten 
su Lee e tio Ro Lord, 
Mat. 27. 1213. made reformation at 9 — 
For he neither brake done the Temple, nor yer 
che Phariſtes Pulpit, from whence they y tavghr 


ont ul ihem that bus pb aud fold in the I emple, ani 
ouerthrem the tables A dro money changers, and the 
ſears of thews thatfol, — 2 had made 
hit Houſe of Prayer, a Den eve — The 


merely menstraditionsund i itivetrtions. Far be , 
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6. O bieò. 


Anſ. 


7. Obie. 


The ſixt ſuppoſed ground;  ' ' ++ 

If all things are to be put away and caſt off, that at 
am time haue bin RAY now? or which may in time 
to come bee worſhipped : then muſt the Sunne_2, 
and Moone, and the Starres be caſt eff, as tbeſe 
things which haue heretofore bin wor ſlpped, and 


fill yet are at this day worſhipped by certaine Indians. 


Ianſwere: It followes not at all. For the Sunne, 
the Moone, and the Starres are comprebended 
wirhin the number of Gods Creatures; of which 
it ſtands ritten in the firſt of Timotiiy, and the 
fourth, v.. that Esery creature of God « good, c no- 
thing to be refuſed. But as for Images, they are not 
8 mans ſabrique and work manſhip i Of 
which it tends written, Deut. . 3. and Exod 34.13 
Te ſbal defliroy their Altars, and breake downe their 


Images, and burne their grauen Images with. fire. 


The ſeuenth ſuppoſed ground 
But yet notwithſtanding , Images doe much adorn 
and beautifie the Church; and now that the Images 
are remoued thence and taken away , it ſeemeth na- 
ked and ruinaus. . 24 03 vir 

Tanſwere ; Images are not an ornement, but 
ſhameful! ſpor, and a reprocb ful} diſhonour in the 
Churches of Chriſtians. They are alſo anoffence 
vnte the Icwes, vnto the Turkes, and vnto the 
Gentiles. And looke how many Images there be 
yet in our Churches, ſo many witneſſes doe there 
ſtand vp againſt vs, that wee are not obedient vnto 
the Commandements of God, nor doe follow the 


good example of the godly Kings in the old Tefta- 


* ment ; 


* 
_ W * * * 1 » +3 \ 
1 * r . 1 * 


— * 


ment; who ſo ſoone as they began their Reigne, 
and centred into their Gouetnment, preſently put 
away Images. Where it is very memorable that 


godly King Hezekias , did alfo cauſe the brazen Num. 21.8. | ; 
Serpent (which yet was not at the firſt erected, to 
the end it ſhould be werſhipped and adorcd) be- K. 18.8. p 

| cauſc he obſerued that the people both did, and 

would abuſe the ſame vnto Idolatry. But ifa man ö 


will ſpeake of the adorning and beautify ing of 
| Churches; then this is a Churches greateſt beau- | 
; ty and ornamentzy henthat Preachers ſtanding in | | 
” rhePalpit, doethenceſhew vnto their hearers the : | 
1 way of liſe, out of the Writipgsof the Prophets : 
and Apoſiles; when they doe adminifter the holy 
Saͤ̃craments, according to our Lord Chriſt his in. 
1 ſtitution, and doe carneſtly admoniſh Chriſtian 
| people, tothe due obedience of the Goſpell: and 
when the hiearers doe likewiſe willingly heare. 
Gods Word, doe gladly follow the ſame, and 
| with repentant hearts doe in faith call vpon the 
name of God. And this beautifull ornament was 
ſometimes much commended inthe J cmple and 
Synagogue at Hieruſatem,asin many places of the * 
— by Dauids teſtimonie: Cod # 
knowne in her Pallaces, P ſal. 48. 3. And Pſal.76.1. 
In Indah it God knownt , his Name js great or hono- 
norableiwIſfurt: And Pſal 8. 1. How amiable ar 
thy T abernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ? AndPfat. 47 
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19. He ſbeweth his Mori vmb Tacob * his Statutes 
and his Indgements vnto Iejẽ . 
D NN 


3. Obiect. 


Arſe 


9,0bje#. 


What? Will Je be wi ſer then 4 Aneienss? Ons 
forefathers had for many hundred yeares agoe, the 
Images in worth and hanour in thut place. 

I anſwere : Whether in this reſpect wee will bee 
wiſer then the Ancicats, I thetunto let King Pan 
anſwere in his 119. ſalwe, Ioo. v. here he ſaith: 


© Tonderifand more then the Ancients, becauſe I keep 


thy Precepts. But if a man will enquire ot the age 
© bn es among Chriſtians, then it will ap- 
t afore twelue hundred yeares , aſore 
Ow hey: hondred ours; . afore fourteene hun · 
dred yeares, afore fifteene hundred yeares, afore 
ſixteene hundred yeares; there, was not any I- 
mage of. God the Father, any Image of God the 
Sonne, any Image uf God the Holy Ghoſt, any 
Image of any Saint departed, ſound at all in any 
of the Chriſtians Churches and Hovlesof Prayer. 

Tea, logke 22 dan e many Altars, 
hew many „how many Maſhng Velt- 
ments arc 3 amongſt vs; ſo many preſent 
witneſſes are zm that wee are ſtept aſide from 
licitie: when as they knew not of 


g Veſtc | 
—_ yan Ae ſhewed ost ol Iaftin Martyrs ſe- 
Apo out of [reveuc,T ertullien, Qrigew; 
e 


ob & 1.) by Wi 0. 


The ninth (i cladg round. b 
STOR we will 2 1 — 


ought they Eil, ta le gut gut of mans hear ts, and of 
terwardi from bef ene their eyes. 
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I anſwere: Thus ſay men here on Earth; and it Anſ. 
is allearthly humane reaſon. But God that is in 
Heauen, faith farre otherwiſe: Breake them downe, 
deſtroy them, burne them; that is, put them away 
frombefore your eyes, and out of your light. And 
that not without great reaſon, For euen like as a 
man will not ſee a T hieſe that hee ſteale, and will 
not ſce an Adulterer that hee breake Wedlocke, 
with an opinion that Theſt and Adultery muſt be 
firſt hewed vnto him out of Geds Word to bee 
vnlawfoll: Euen ſo ſnould not, nor can a Chriſt ian 
Magiſtrate ſee and behold that men rob the Lord 
of his honour, and vſe alliance with Images; ſec- 
ing the Commandement : Thus ſhalt not mate. 
vnto thy ſelfe any Image, thow ſhalt not bow downe 
Into it nor worſhip it;is euen as cleere and euident, 
as the Commandements: Then ſhalt not ſteal . 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 


The tenth fuppoſed ground. .. - .. 
The people —— & 10. Obied?. 


mou ing and putting awayef Images. ; 
I aner T — woke — Lord 
Chriſts preching, Job. 6. Should not Chriſt thet fare 
haue preached? Who ſoener doth the will of Cod, 
he hath not any need tu frare anyoſfence at allto 
be by him occaſioned and giucn. But w hoſoeuer is 
offended at the ſull doing of the will of God, bee 
ſinneth both againſt God, & againſt hisNeigh bor, 
Out of all which, everyone may well perceive 
and vnderſtand, v hat a number of weighty and 
perſwaſiue reaſons did together inforce his oy: 

D 2 a 


/ 
/ 


all Maieſtie is not at all any way purpoſed, to 


compell or grieve any mans conſcience: as alſo hee 
hath neuer yet done Jo his own hereditary Coun. 
tries. For in this reſpect, he holds with the Empe. 
ror Maximilian the ſecond, who was wont to lay: 
That Kings commanded and bare Rule ouer their 
Sabiects bodies, but not ouer their Conſciences. But 
yet for allthis, his Royall Maicſtic will not (as it 
were not fitting he ſhould) haue his owne Conſci- 
enceinfnared ; and therefore deſiteth to ſerue the 
Lord God, according to that cleere knowledge 
where with God hath enlightned him, and accor- 
ding to that his will, which he hath reuealed vnto 
him. And what that reuealed will of God is, yee 
Baue now alreadie ſufficiently vnderſtood: Name- 
y, that N 
7 He will not be pictared, as alſo hee ought not, nor 
jet can be piltared. 6 
He wil not be honored, by, throrgb, or before Images 

He will, that men breake downe all Images, and 
wholy depend on him alone with all the heart. 

Whoſocuer there ſore now (in the fraro of God) 
truly thinłes on all tkheſe things, hee will not at all 
be offended at the remouing, and caſting away of 
all [mages herehence: But hee will much rather, 
greatly thanłke the Lord God, that the publique 
abhomination and great offence, is in time remoo- 

And if yet there ſhould — be any, who 
hath notwithſtanding ſtill ſome doubt and ſcruple 
in his minde, let him but pleaſe confidently to 

| come 


come vnto vs: and he ſhall with all lore, mildnes, 
and well befitting good reſolution bee anſwered, 
and haue more full information and ſatis faction 


giuen vnto him by vs out of Gods Word. For it is 


our very intent and purpoſe, whol] a tolabour 
and indeauour to bring much people vnto ſaving 
knowledge,as that therby they may rightly come 
to know, and gladly acknowledge the true Will of 
God, and according to ſuch” knowledge, zealouſſy 
and faithfully to ſerue him, Whereunto, the Lord 
vouchſafe both vnto vs & to you the holy Spirit, 
who hath promi ſed and bound himſelfe to giue it 
vs, if we call faithfully vpon him for ir: euen leſus 
Chriſt the righteous, bleſſed and pray ſed, with the 


Father and the Holy Ghoſt,now & for euer, Amen. 


The Prayer after the Sermon. 


, 


A Emighty, moſt merciful, moſt gracious, lo- 


uing God and Father, we give thee moſt hum»: 


ble prayſe and chankes for all thy mercies and be- 
ne fits, which wee vnceſſantly haue receiued, and 
ſtil do of thy rich goodneſſeʒ that thou haſt ſo gra- 
cioufly gouerned us all the whole time of out life 
long, protected and preſerued vs, and euen hither- 


unto haſt kept vs. But eſpecially and aboue all wee 


thanke thee deare Father, that thou haſt ſuffered 
vs to liue to ſee the good day, wherin this Church 
is clenſed and purged from all Idolatry & Images. 
Wee beſeech thee O eternall Lord God, graci- 
ouſly to enlighten their eyes, who yet ſit - the 
ark. 


— — _ 


darkneſſe of Popery and Superſtition, that they 
may yet ſee, how thou wilt not, he thou ough- ©} fl 
teſt not, nor canſt be pourtratured or painted: bow / N 
thou wilt not haue thy ſelſe honored and ſerued, * I 
by or before Images: and how(laſtly)itis thy car- © t 

neſt command, that men ſhould deſtroy & breake a 
downe out of the publique Houſes of Gods Ser- { 
vice, all kind of Idol-Imagery. 

But vnto vs, who know and acknowledge th 
will in the cleare and evident light of thy holy 
Word, vouchſafe, O Lord thy Grace, that ce 
may well weigh and conſider, it is not ſufficient 
that wee caſt off the worſhip and ſervice of the I- 
dols and Images of ſtone, wood, & painting, which 
are without vs: but that wee muſt alſo quite dil- 
charge the Idols which are within vs, as Couetouſ- 
neſſe, Pride, Laſciuiouſneſſe, Drunkenneſſe, En. 
uie, Hatred, Deceit, and all other the like; that ſo 
thou mayſt haue ple aſure to d well in vs, as in thy 
holy Temples, and inayſt daily more and more, re- 
ucale thy ſelfe vnto vs in Grace and Mercie. 

Be pleaſed, deare Father, to take into thy con- 
tinuall gracious protection, the Kings Maie ſtie, and 
Princes Highneſſe of great Brittaine; the Kings 
and Queenes of Bohemia; whom ſeeing thou haft 
againe newly bleft with bodily fruit, we give thee 
for it moſt hearty thankes: and humbly beſeech 
thee, fatherly to preſerue both her Maieſtie & the 
fruit of her wombe, from all hurt full and euill ac- 
cidents;graciouſly releaſe her in thy due time, and 


euer reioyce both their Royall Maieſties with thy 
cheerfull countenance. We 


„—œ—. IAA 
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Wecommend likewiſe vnto thee, the happy e- 
ſtate and ſafety of his Royall Maicfties Lady 
Mother the Princeſſe Electoreſſe Dowager , bis 
Lord Brother, the young Princes and the Ladie, 
together with all their moſt honourable Kindred 
and Allyance, as alſo both the Princely Lord Pre- 
ſidents and Deputies in the lower and vpper Prin- 
cipalities of the EleQorall/Pglatinate, 

Bleſſe, O Lord, the honourable States of this 
Kingdome, and of the Countreyes incorporated 
thercinto. Giue good ſucceſſe and victory vnto all 
them, who fight in defence of thy Word, and 
the Liberties of their native Countrey. Eſpecially 
good Lord, bee gracious vnto thoſe who here and 
there abroad in the World, ſuffer Perſecution for 
the profeſſion of thy Goſpell: comfort them with 
the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter; and keepe them 
in the true Faith and a conſlant hope, vnto their 
laſt end, that they may bleſſedly depart hence. 

Laſtly, ſtrengthen all that bee weake, reioyce all 
that mourne, quicken all that be afflicted and caſt 
do wne in heart, and grant vnto vs and them tem - 
porall and euerlaſting peace through thy Sonne 
Teſus Chriſt our Lord, who hath commanded vs 
in thy holy Name, thus further to cal} vponthce- 


Our Father, & c. 


FINIS. 
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